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Value Judgement of Naming Method of
Characters in Sima Xiangru’s Fu

LIU Chao-gian

(Literature and Journalism Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract; Sima Xiangru works out in his fu creation a naming principle of fu characters, the
basic spirit of which is fictitious, which is different from the fictitious principle followed by liter-
ary genres such as fiction or drama. Sima’s characters are named not after personal dispositions
or stereotyped images but as sounders of political discourse. Such literary characters are unique in
literary history. Sima’s naming principle opens up a fresh outlook in literary theory.

Key words: fu; character naming; fictitious
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