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Query About Sima Xiangru”s Da Ren Fu

WAN Guang-zhi

(Chinese Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengud, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: In Sima Xiangru’s Da Ren Fu, “da ren” (His Excellence) does not specially refer
to an emperor or a king, but to a person of morality. Its content tells the reader that it is about
the spiritual experience of a da ren who acquires morality from his pursuit of celestial being. In
the light of the impact on his psychology of Sims’ life-long political circumstances, we take it as
a poem about immortals and metaphysics diverging from a traditional poem of shi (scholar) who
does not find favour with the authorities.

Key words:Sima Xiangru; Da Ren Fu; poem about immortals; theme
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