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A Re-Understanding of Faulkner’s Idea of Time
Reflected in His Sounds and Fury

HE Ying

(Foreign Languages Institute, University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, Chengdu. Sichuan 610054, China)

Abstract: William Faulkner brings forth his particular understanding of his time philosophy

through the creation of The Sounds and Fury. In every part of this novel is metaphorically em-

bodied his idea of time. I hold that Faulkner’s time philosophy is two-dimensional (past-present)

other than commonly accepted three-dimensional (past-present-future); in terms of the relation-
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ship between time and space, time is represented by its temporal suspension and its temporal
dropping-out; due to this suspension, the action of the characters is constantly delayed and lost in
the past and is never extended into the future; therefore, consciousness fails to be reincarnated in
spatial images.

Key words:Faulkner; the Sound and Fury; time; space; presence of temporal image
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