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Cognition Perspective and Methodology of Social History of Treaty Port

YANG Tian-hong

( History Department, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: Cong Shanghai Faxian Lishi by Xin Ping, responding to' Cohen’ s idea of “discovering
history in China” and at the same time borrowing from Yu Yingshi’ s exposition of the trend of “going in-
to the society” that exists in Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism and corresponds with commodity econ-

€

omy and the theory of Confucianism transformation, holds that it is the “gene” in the Chinese traditional
culture that helps it fit modernization and it is intrinsic impetus of Shanghai’ s modernization as well.
However, the author’s argument that Shanghai is basically an migrant city and the migration reflects to a
large extent their deviation from the traditional ideas does not support the theory.

Key words:Xin Ping; Shanghai; social history; perspective
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