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Attempt at Degree Adverb “Sao” in Sichuan Dialect

GAN Hong-mei

(Chinese Institute, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510632, China)

Abstract: Besides “hen” and “feichang” in the dialects of mid-Sichuan and southern Sichuan,
“sao” is also a degree adverb, which denotes absolute deep degree and cannot be used for comparison.
“Sao” + adjective can be used as predicate, complement and attributive in a sentence. “Sao” can.be
used before some auxiliaries or verb phrases to indicate degree depth. It does not have negative structure,
cannot be directly used as complement, can only be used in known subjectivity, and has strong subjective
colouring.

Key words: “sac” ; “hen” ; semantic degree; subjective colouring

(%% . +)
144



