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Dewey’ s Influence on Hu Shi

LUO Zhi-tian

(History and Culture Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract ; Hu Shi stresses on several occasions the influence of Dewey thought on him, but quite a
few scholars do not think the influence creditable. Up to now, there is still dispute in the academia
whether or to what extent Hu Shi understands and masters Dewey’ s experimentalism. This article holds
that, judging by Hu Shi’ s whole life, he not only masters the essence of Dewey thought in the respect of
philosophical method, but also like Dewey wishes to free philosophy from “ philosopher’ s issues” and
make it “ordinary people’s issues” , and his opinion of employing scientific methods to study and reform
society is especially intimate realization and application of Dewey’ s mentality. However, Hu Shi fuses
competitiveness and destructiveness of the theory of evolution he accepts from Yan Fu into “ Dewey meth-
od” and makes it more radical. Therefore his “Dewey method” is likely eclectic.

Key words;Hu Shi; Dewey; experimentalism; liberalism; modern Chinese thought
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P BOEE (R I7 # R —— 3 227 30 ) Hh B

WO 11 96 K B S e e 2 B BRI R OE PR B R T M — M W ) — 45, E T 2002 £ 4 Al I AR SR EX
HAR, X¥ 21 TFNEEROIAHFTTHLMLERREHRERR ., KB YSARARNFH S HEAXHAZ—
FHEHAXRATFTEAIRSHNR RPN . BF T HH = XA KERMCHAR KRR, LR ST K 52 i
MAEEEE, ERMANERTERZHERTE FFEFTENBRREELHA, FHEZEIF 2AHREE+ 2R
B BERENAEEIR ABERENFHZES REBRNFHZBFTNE, CANUNFH ZEATE  AWSEH
BHALE EHMEFRER, BRRRNFMZ L EABEE BARCKENZHT BHAEERPELNERTRS
HWE. MTREHLEAA  ERRAMLAFFEERFARKANR, URMTKSEEED L FTHE 0" RHRF X — 8,
MERGBEEERZ N FRMA—FH 20" M AP XARBFAAARE. B2 HILERNFEINBIR EEHLR
FRAEEHREEREFE AUEBFRETHEHMNA - BHZXAXFEHFE-—FHREXH; FAAER—FRE
SCHE Lt REERT X L RBE—RE R AR S R A RERFAEN XA, XM XARET ZRETHA L
HERXHANRRZEE FMUBCZEMEROFHOXHA, L EEXAGETERORH GBS X2 ZR HFE
MEFOREE BE¥ HE¥ BT ¥ ZA  HHENRE RAX¥ B JOE BT ¥ WL, SRMAEAEEBE
P PHAAENXE, ARTFEANELE XAX¥ LEBIZRA TL(BHEERHER BEABER AH HHHE), HRRK
EMEEHNEHBEL Bl FHEZXHAR - RAETEHERAXAZEERNOESEXH, XHXAERES
XX RABICT ERRMXEENEHFRRETRABENEM. (PX)
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