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On the Popular Will Institutions Under the New County System
in Sichuan Province in the 1940’ s

CAO Cheng-jian

(History Department, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068 , China)

Abstract : Sichuan Province tries hard to establish “ popular will institutions” at all primary
levels according to Organization Essentials of All Levels of County by the national government.
However, they try to let “fair gentry” represent the popular will, instead of arousing the masses to
elect the institutions fairly, and stress that the institutions function as a tool to finish all kinds of
administrative tasks. As a result, the institutions are ineffective in solving such problems as mis-
cellaneous taxes, recruitment, government officials’ corruption and degeneration.

Key words:the 1940’ s; Sichuan; new county system; local autonomy; popular will institu-
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