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“A Rose for Emily” Once More

XIAO Ming-han

(Hunan Normal University  Foreign Languages Institute, Hunan Changsha 410081 China)

Abstract: The narrator in “A Rose for Emily” is a spokesman of the outdated tradition. He
helps the towns-folk shirk the responsibility of causing Emily the tragedy. Emily’s love tragedy
i¢ not caused by the conflict between the old and the new, but by the tradition with the Puri-
tanism as its core. Faulkner’s attitude towards tradition and change is complicated and contra-
dictory. He criticizes the Puritan tradition of the south.of the U.S., while feeling regret over
the loss of some traditional virtues, and at the same time criticizes and satirizes industrial and
commercial concepts of the capitalist values.

Key words: narrator; theme; Faulkner; Puritan tradition



