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On the Common Practice of the Literati and
Officialdom in the Late-Stage Bei Song Dynasty

ZHANG Bang-wel

(Sichuan Normal University History Department, Sichuan Chengdu 610068 China)

Abstract: The common practice of the literati and officialdom in the late-stage Bei Song
Dynasty is so seriously deteriorated that, not only seclusion and fame-and-gain-seeking become
the order of the day, but also no good persons are found among the good officials and the central
ruling clique is formed by a fatuous and self-indulgent ruler and his sycophants and favourites.
The cause of the literati and officialdom stratum’ s degeneration lies in the stratum itself’ s
weakness and inherent badness, while the deep root of the degeneration lies in the fact the stra-
tum has no economic base as safeguard for its ideal, belief and pursuit.

Key words: late-stage Bei Song Dynasty: literati and officialdom; common practice
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