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On Christianity’s Influence Upon European Culture
in the Early-Stage Middle Ages

Mao Li-ya

(Sichuan Normal University History Department, Sichuan Chengdu 610068 China)

Abstract; The Middle Ages is generally considered a period of cultural decline, or even of
cultural darkness, and the decline or darkness is completely attributed to Christian churches. In
fact, the churches’ activities in the early-stage Middle Ages contribute a great deal to the
development of West European culture under the specific historical conditions. Christianity, the
main inheritor of classic culture, contributes to the cultural revival, lavs a foundation for West
European education, and contributes to cultural exchange among the West European nations in
the early-stage Middle Ages.

Key words; Christianity; the early-stage Middle Ages; West European culture



