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Opium and Southwest China’s Society at the
End of the Qing Dynasty

LI Hong

(Trade & Economy Department, Caotang Campus, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610071, China)

Abstract: Opium does tremendous harm to modern China, especially to its Yunnan, Guizhou and
Sichuan, where opium planting is the earliest and most extensive, opium production is the highest and
opium rampancy is most serious. The three provinces take measures to prohibit opium and achieve
some successes when in 1906 the Qing government proclaims opium prohibition.

Key words: the end of the Qing Dynasty; opium; southwest China



