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Attempt at Issues of Confucian Orthodoxy in the Han Dynasty

ZHANG Jun-hui

(Research Institute of Anciept Books, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract: The politics and culture of the Han dynasty is unique so far as the Confucian orthodoxy is concerned. On
one hand, Han scholars carry on the independent spirit of the pre-Qin period, and meet with the same persecution as the
Qin scholars, so that their Confucian orthodoxy is shattered. On the other hand, the unitary politics shows tolerance, en-
couragement and persuasion towards the Confucian orthodoxy, which makes it continue to exist, indirectly affect the social
political system and the scholars, and turn into important factors in the scholars’ spiritual cultural characteristics. Conse-
quently it is significant in China’s social, political, cultural tradition in an enormous, far-reaching way.

Key words:Han dynasty; seclusion culture; scholar; Confucian orthodoxy
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