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Study of Name-Granting System in Ancient China

HUANG Xiu-ming

( History Department, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract ; Name-granting is a cultural political phenomenon where the ancient sovereign power gets involved in person-
al name and surname culture. Before the Qin dynasty it is revealed as enfeoffment and name-granting, whereas, since the
Qin and Han dynasties, it is revealed as auspicious grant and ominous grant. As ancient sovereigns use auspicious grant to
enlist favored officials or use ominous grant to crack down on offending officials, name-granting is of obvious social political
function and becomes an efficient political tool of ancient absolute monarchy.

Key words:ancient China; name-granting; surname culture



