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Emperor Tang Taizong’s Concept of Chinese and Barbarians

HAN Hong-tao

(College of Literature, Science and Technology University of Henan, Luoyang, Henan 471023, China)

Abstract: In the unified situation, Emperor Tang Tai-zong consciously practiced the benevo-
lent thoughts of Confucianist. His concept of Chinese and barbarians is both open and restrained,
which achieved three breakthroughs in the history of national community developing: first, he
cleared up the sense of ethnic groups with the symbol of the Great Wall. Second, he sublated the
views of race since ancient times which valued Chinese and despised barbarians. Third, Recognized
the limits of the Emperor’s borders, Tang Tai-zong disciplined himself to realize the vision of
owning a whole peaceful world. His self-confidence and tolerance are the performance of Hu Han
mixed blood temperament and the world center doctrine. Based on the responsibility of benevo-
lent government and the concern on rise and fall of history, he embraced sincerity and carried out
the thoughts of moral, and carefully considered the consequences. Therefore he finally created
prosperity of the millennium. However, Taizong and his ministers repeatedly discussed the prob-
lems of Chinese and barbarians, it reflected the deep anxiety of the living conditions of ethnic
groups. It showed that self-identities of ethnic groups within a certain range still exist.

Key words: Emperor Tang Taizong; the concept of Chinese and barbarians; benevolent gov-

ernment; big unification; ethnic groups
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