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WANG Tao’s Historical Achievements and His Status
in Chinese Modern Historiography

ZHANG Li-qin', ZHOU Wen-jiu®
(School of History and Society, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei, Anhui 235000;

School of History, Beijing Normal University. Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract;: WANG Tao was not only the pioneer in French history study, but also one of the
Chinese scholars attempting to comprehensively study the western history in modern China. He
was one of the first historians that had no official background to go aboard investigating Western
politics, economies and culture in modern China. He wrote many books on western history, de-
scribed the French history, introduced the information of the Franco-Prussian war, recorded the
southeast Asia, Africa, Europe and Japan’s political situation and social environment. WANG
Tao adopted different ways in writing history. In both genre and style, he adopted different forms
according to different contents. He combined history study with social reality. His history com-
ments were filled with classic thoughts and his historical writings were ones with beautiful narra-
tive styles and also reflected prominent viewpoints of social history and the world history. WANG
Tao rested on the special position in the history of modern Chinese historiography, and his histo-
riography, learning from former scholars such as WEI Yuan and XU Ji-yu while enlightened the
followers such as KANG You-wei and LIANG Qi-chao, it was an important link in the develop-
ment of modern Chinese historiography.

Key words: WANG Tao; historical works; historical thought; history of Chinese modern his-
toriography
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