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A Preliminary Study on ZHANG Tai-yan’s
Criticism to the “Yi Gu” School

HE Ai-guo', YAN Ying®
(1. Department of History, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433;
2. Department of History, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: On criticizing the “Yi Gu” school, ZHANG Tai-yan was regarded as the most in-
tensely representative figure. His criticism to the “Yi Gu” school was based on his strong cultural
nationalism because it denied from traditional Sinology to the function of national history bonded
with Chinese national identity., ZHANG criticized the “Yi Gu” school quite sharply and incisively
in his criticism to the conception and methodology of it. Besides, there were also some mistakes,
such as his excessively severe criticism, his negative attitude towards the academic value and time
significance of the “Yi Gu” school.

Key words: the “Yi Gu” school; ZHANG Tai-yan; cultural nationalism; Chinese national i-

dentity; cultural self-confidence
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