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Truman Administration’s Psychological
Warfare Strategy with Respect to Tibet

WEN Qiang

(Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China)

Abstract : In the context of Cold War, the Truman Administration abandoned US’ traditional
policy of non-intervention in Tibetan affairs and recognized Tibet is a part of China. To forestall
the unification of China, to put the CCP’s rule to trouble and to isolate China from its neighbors,
President Truman began to designed psychological warfare strategy with respect to Tibet. At the
early time of PRC, this strategy just indicated the motions. As China and the Soviet Union be-
came allies and “Seventeen-Article Agreement” was signed, US strived to get supports from Brit-
ain and India and exploit Tibetans pursuing “Tibet Independence” both at home and abroad to im-
plement this strategy preliminarily. Because of CCP’s successful governing of Tibet, and short-
age of Indian’s and Britain’s coordination, the psychological warfare strategy with respect to Ti-
bet didn’t achieve the desirable objectives, but it became the pioneer of US’ intervention in Chi-
na’s internal affairs by so called “Tibetan Issue”.

Key words: psychological warfare strategy with respect to Tibet; the Truman Administra-

tion; “Seventeen-Article Agreement”
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