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The Relationship between Angolan Civil War and US-China Relations

XIN Y1

(Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China)

Abstract: Since the spring of 1974, the national liberation progress of Angola sped up. The
civil war originated from the ethnic conflicts broke out in August 1975. However, the regional
civil war deteriorated into a component of the global Cold War which involved the giant powers of
that time, such as the United States, the Soviet Union and China. Since 1974, the assistance from
China to FNLA accelerated in order to counterbalance MPLLA which was assisted by the Soviet U-
nion. At the same time, US began to support FNLA in a secret and restricted way. Then White
House proposed a strategic conception that US could unite with China to give conjunct assistance
to FNLA. So Washington raised the proposal to Beijing for many times through China’s officials
in New York and the meetings between top leaders. But due to the transformation of China’s for-
eign policy, Beijing rejected the proposal of offering conjunct assistance to FNLA and stopped to
aid FNLA since the end of 1975. Although the proposal was aborted, China and US achieved
strategic cooperation on the follow-up issues of Angola. The civil war of Angola strengthened the
political mutual trust and strategic consensus between China and US. It also promoted evolution
of Sino-US relations.

Key words: Angolan Civil War; US-China relations; unite China to assist FNLA; military
aid; FNLA
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