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Secularization of Zen Music Aesthetic:
A Series of Research Works on Zen Music

PI Chao-gang

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: Taking music as Buddhist ceremony, Zen attaches great importance to the applica-
tion of music to Buddhist, especially Buddhist songs in promoting Buddhism, enlightenment and
cultivation. In the Tang Dynasty, playing Buddhist music and singing Buddhist songs were quite
popular in Buddhist ceremonies, which in turn influenced the Buddhist music. Due to the secular-
ization of Buddhist music, the folk music from the secularization Buddhist music spread out a-
mong monks and Temples quickly. Some Buddhist masters use folk songs to cultivate and en-
lighten, which became a popular way of promoting Buddhism. Some master showed great interest
in folk songs and dances, and concludes the importance of employing folk songs and dances in
promoting Buddhism.

Key words: Zen music in village songs and club dances; Buddhist ceremony in talks and songs

of praises; Zen music aesthetic; musical aestheties; secularization
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