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“Substitution of Differences”: A Change Mechanism of Means of
Livelihood in Rural Areas: Base on Two Industrial
Transformation of X Village in Panzhihua

LIU Xia-bei, HUANG Zhang-hong

(School of Sociology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; With the change of outer structural elements such as market economy and national
policy, means of livelihood in rural areas have changed for many times. From Non-agriculturiza-
tion back to agricultural production, X village represents the livelihood change of those resource-
ful villages. Research shows that two transformation of X village are completed under the guide
of pioneers. Those pioneers’ action logic of leading relatives first, and other villagers afterward in
the process of transformation works well in project introduction, job introduction and product
transportation, which finally helps to realize the change of livelihood in rural areas. The author
holds that when facing the problem of change of livelihood, based on natural resources and their
industry development experience, villagers in X village use the substitution of difference and thus
succeed. Substitution of difference is a change mechanism for resourceful villages. Example shows
that despite the constant changing of outer elements, different structures, as the most basic so-
cial structure of villages still works in keeping the order of villages, which provides some inspira-
tion on shunting and replacement of employees in reform.

Key words:a change mechauism of means of livelihood in rural areas; substitution of differ-

ences; resourceful villages; Panzhihua in Sichuan
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