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Dislocation and Vacillation of the Concept of Novels in the
Initial Period Between the Realm of Philosophy and History

ZHANG Li', HAO Jing®

(1. School of Liberal Arts, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei, Anhui 230009;
2. School of Liberal Arts, Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui 230039, China)

Abstract: When Ban Gu compiled Hanshu Yiwenzhi, all kinds of historical books were atta-

ched to the study of Confucian classics, and the system of history was not classified independent-

ly yet. So the novels in the initial forming period which had characteristics closing to the ancient

historical books by contrast, were recorded only in the end of the realm of philosophy. When RU-

AN Xiao-xu compiled Qi-Lu , the new system of history was already perfected and became an in-

dependent category relatively. But the development of the novels actually deviated the characteris-

tic of the new system of history gradually, and brought the category of novels in the domain of

the realm of philosophy.

Key words: novels; the historical books were attached to the study of Confucian classics; his-

torical books separated from the study of Confucian classics; Hanshu Yiwenzhi; Qi-Lu
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