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Theory of Historical Materials since the
Founding of People’s Republic of China

LIU Ping

(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract ; Since the founding of People’s Republic of China, the science of historical materials
has undergone a tortuous development. The significance of historical materials was once attenua-
ted, and it was questioned whether the science of historical materials should be established as an
independent discipline. Following the reform and opening-up, the science of historical materials
gained its revival and prosperity, and discussions in many regards were conducted concerning its
theoretical system in the academic community, thereby attaining prominent results. However,
compared with the large-scale arrangement and publication of historical materials, the theoretical
discussion was in the absence of profundity and systematisms. With the development of computer
and information technology and the impact of digital technology, the traditional science of histori-
cal materials is confronted with new challenges and changes, on which more extensive and more
diverse theoretical discussions remain to be carried out by academics. It is of tremendous academic
significance to review and summarize the development of the science of historical materials and to
actively grapple with the challenges.

Key words: historical materials; the science of historical materials; theoretical system of his-

torical materials
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