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The Desolation of Villages in England during the Early Modern Period

J1 Zhe

(College of History and Culture, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang, Henan 453007, China)

Abstract ; First appearing in as early as the late middle ages, the desolation of villages in Eng-
land has been a long time. The desolation of villages in England during the early modern period
was especially striking. It has distinctive features. The villages had been desolated but the agricul-
tural yield and the agricultural labor productivity increased significantly. After all, the desolation
of villages in England during the early modern period was caused by the reformation of the land
property rights, which gave rise to the formation of the new production organization form, i.e.,
the capitalist farm. The formation of the capitalist farm made the original village settlement shape
changed and promoted the transition from traditional agriculture to modern agriculture of Eng-
land.

Key words: England; village desolation; enclosure movement; land property rights; capitalist

farm
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