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Connotations of Normativeness and System Improvement
of Decisive Power of the National People’s Congress on Vital Items

Z0U Ping-xue, LIU Hai-lin

(Research Center of Basic Law of Hong Kong and Macao, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China)

Abstract: According to the categorized analysis to the practical operation of the decisive pow-
er of the National People’s Congress on vital items, it is found that the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress has actively fulfilled the decisive power on vital items conferred by
constitution, and has also made many major decisions independently in relation to the fundamen-
tal interests of the people and the situation of reform and development. In contrast, the Standing
Committee of the Provincial People’s Progress has done less than ideal in practicing the decisive
power on vital items. With the exception of completing some legal routine decisions, it has made
less decisions independently on vital items. The reasons vary. On the one hand, the concept of de-
cisive power on vital items is ambiguous, as different or even opposite opinions arise in the theo-
retical study and the system practice of the National People’s Congress. On the other hand, the
policy basis of the decisive power on vital items is insufficient for a rather long time and should be
made clear and complete. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the
Central Committee pays high attention to support and guarantee the adequate fulfillment of the
decisive power of local National People’s Congress on vital items and has achieved obvious effect.
In order to better apply the system, the relations between the decisive power of the National
People’s Congress on vital items, the decisive power of the Party committee and the decisive
power of the government should be straightened out and kept in balance. Meanwhile, a practical

and feasible solution should be established under the overall leadership of the Party, i.e., the

“proposal of the Party Committee decision of the People’s Congress practice of the gov-

ernment supervisor of the People’s Congress” mode.

Key words: System of the People’s Congress; decisive power on vital items; National

People’s Congress; Local People’s Congress
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