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Yang Shen’s Historiography Criticism
and Its Academic Significance

MAQO Chun-wei

(School of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan 650091, China)

Abstract: Yang Shen is a scholar with rich writings in the Ming Dynasty, most of which are
on historiography criticism. On the basis of extensive exploration of history books of the pre-Qin
period, the official history, annals, unofficial history, genealogy. epitaphs, novels, etc., and
combined with related writings of previous historiography criticism, Yang Shen puts forward his
opinions on historical data mining, historical narration, history writing, history compiling work
and historian’s mind, etc. The specific explanation of Yang Shen’s historiography criticism, as
well as the theoretical feature and the application of method of his historiography criticism have
positive academic significance.

Key words: Yang Shen; historiography criticism; academic significance; historiography of the

Ming Dynasty
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