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Motives of Byzantine Alliance
with Khazars through Marriage in 732

PANG Guo-qing

(Faculty of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: In 732, the Byzantine emperor Leo III initiated an imperial marriage with the
Khazars. This arrangement aimed not only at the consolidation of the friendly relations estab-
lished during the wars against the Persians, but also at the military alliance with the Khazars so
as to fight against the horrible invasions of the Arab Empire. The marriage, however, went a-
gainst the tradition of the Byzantine Empire, so Leo III must have had more significant considera-
tion. The Byzantine Empire, in fact, hoped to spread Christianity to the Khazars through the
marriage, so as to stop the conversion of the Khazars to Judaism. Otherwise, the two countries
would have been hostile. The marriage, however, did not work, and in 740 the Khazars chose Ju-
daism as their state religion. Since then, the traditionally {riendly relationship between the two
countries changed into a tense relation due to the difference of belief.
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