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Politics with Religion as Assistance: The Monlam Chenmo Donations
of Tibet Office of Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs Commission

Z0U Min

(School of Marxism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract ; During the reign of the Nationalist Government in Nanjing, Tibet local government
did not recognize its political affiliation with the central government. As the “centrifugal” force’s
active actions to pursue international standing and western forces’ penetration into the area, to
restore and reinforce the central government’s sovereign control over Tibet became the core of
the Nationalist Government’s governance. However, due to continuous war and increasingly seri-
ous internal corruption, the Nationalist Government had never been able to truly settle the Tibet
issue with its own strength, thus it adopted the policy of exerting pressure while giving benefits
to carry out political campaigns in Tibet, all of which reflected in its favor and advocacy of Tibet-
an Buddhism. The Monlam Chenmo donations given by Tibet Office of Mongolian and Tibetan
Affairs Commission to Tibet Area were one specific embodiment of the Nationalist Government’s
expectation to promote politics by favoring and advocating Tibetan Buddhism. The Tibet Office
insisted on giving Monlam Chenmo donations under difficult circumstances, which was of great
significance to the announcement of the central government’s sovereign control over Tibet and
improvement of Tibet Area’s national identity.
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