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Influence of Yin-Yang and Five-Element Thought on Han Fu Creation

20U Chao-bin

(School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: As the ideological backbone of the Han Dynasty, the Yin-yang and Five-element
thought naturally has an influence on the creation of Han fu. The Yin-yang and Five-element
thought is firstly directly expressed in Han Fu, in whose description of natural laws and social
ethics the concept of Yin and Yang is mainly expressed; Secondly, the establishment of the cor-
responding system of “time series-orientation--five elements--color” in Yin-yang and Five-element
thought greatly influenced the expression of time, space and color in Han fu, and these expres-
sions also had their complexity. Finally, the Yin-yang and five-element thought potentially affect
the structure of Han fu through its positional consciousness, which provides Han fu with a
strong sense of structure and order.

Key words: Yin-yang and Five-element thought; Han Fu; time and space; color; sense of or-
der
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