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The U.S. Factor and Chiang Kai-shek’s Attitude
Behind P. T. Mow’s Case

FENG Lin

(Institution of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract:P. T. Mow’s case occurred shortly after the KMT’s retreating to Taiwan, whose
related details occurred before and after the retreating. Due to high-level power conflicts of the
KMT Air Force, the deputy commander of the Air Force, P. T. Mow and his assistant, leaked
military procurement cases to media intentionally, which caused public concern. Whether the im-
age of the KMT corruption could be clarified was related to the overall situation of the U.S. aid to
Taiwan. In order to convince American, the Taiwan authorities decided to initiate legal proceed-
ings. In the spirit of Chiang Kai-shek’s abhorrence against the persons who relied on outsiders to
increase their own value, the concern of some of the representatives over the case made P. T.
Mow to be a target for Chiang to guard against. To obtain sympathy of the United States, Mow
was given the guilty of cover for infidelity. Li Tsung-jen’s involvement in the issue and the ques-
tion of whether Chiang’s position was legal add more political dispute color to Mow’s case. Be-
tween Li and Chiang, the United States chose to stand on the side of the latter, which made the
shelter of Li to Mow in vain. On the contrary, it accelerated Li’s “being removed from office”.
The problems exposed by the case of P. T. Mow made the victory of the Taiwan authorities seem
to be worth the candle.

Key words:P. T. Mow’s case; Chiang Kai-shek; the United States; Taiwan; Li Tsung-jen
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