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Berkeley and Hume’s View of
Anti-metaphysics and Its Modern Significance

ZHANG Gui-quan, YU Bing-xin

(Research Center of Philosophy. Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: Based on empiricism, contemporary philosophy of linguistic analysis attempts to
solve the problems of traditional philosophy, especially metaphysics through the analysis of lan-
guage. Empiricism is by nature anti-metaphysical. Representatives of Empiricisms as, Locke,
Berkeley and Humeare all study metaphysics, but Berkeley and Hume oppose traditional meta-
physics, they believe the general and abstract objects of metaphysics lead to difficulties, errors,
complexity, incomprehensibility, and obscurity in philosophy. Therefore, metaphysics should
give its place to empirical position of common sense, namely sense-perception. The anti-meta-
physics of Berkeley and Hume has important modern significance.
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