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Knowledge and True Belief: An Analysis on Theaetetus 201a-c

DOU An-zhen, XU Kai-lai

(School of Public Administration, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610065, China)

Abstract:Plato tried to elucidate three definitions of “knowledge” in Theaetetus. And the
second one defined “knowledge” as “true belief” has been analysed and disproved by Plato at
“201a-c” of this dialogue. By all ways, especially according to Plato’s declaration, this rebuttal
section should be both concise and clear, however, it's not like what we expected. The existing
interpretation of this part is not only quite complicated, but also causes many difficulties, and
these problems constantly mislead people about the understanding of Plato’s theory of knowledge.
It is to be pointed out directly in the paper that “true belief” does not imply “truth” which is the
core character of knowledge, thus it is not knowledge.

Key words: knowledge; true belief; definition; persuade; teach
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