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On the Response to Constitutional Inquiry

ZHOU Wei

(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu, China)

Abstract: Developed from the implementation of the Constitution of People’s Republic of
China and into the responses to legal inquiry in the Legislation Law of People’s Republic of
China, the response to constitutional inquiry is different from the constitutional interpretation of
the NPC Standing Committee in terms of applicable conditions, scope and procedures. The anal-
ysis of more than 200 cases of response to constitutional inquiry shows that the interpretation of
the constitution includes the confirmation of constitutionality, the judgment of unconstitutionali-
ty, the interpretation of constitutional clauses, the clarification of constitutional boundaries, and
the settlement of constitutional disputes. The implementation of constitutional interpretation
procedures and mechanisms requires a standardization of function and procedure, and also an im-
provement of justice and transparency. Only in this way can the NPC Standing Committee inter-
pret the constitution, the NPC Constitution and Law Committee conducts constitution interpreta-
tion, and the working bodies of the NPC Standing Committee better respond to constitutional in-
quiry, giving full play to the procedural function of constitutional interpretation.

Key words: the Constitution; constitutional interpretation; response to constitutional inquiry
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