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Relationship between the Han and Song Schools
of Classical Philology in the Qing Dynasty

CUI Fa-zhan

(School of Marxlsm, Southwest Petrolemum University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: The relationship between the Han and Song schools of classical philology is key for
us to understand the Confucianism in the Qing dynasty, to which scholars put so much attention
that they have achieved a lot. The fruitful results from the perspective of “relationship between
the Han and Song Schools of classical philology” can be seen in roughly four fields: relationship
subject, relationship object, effective history, and relationship form. And if we view it through
the lens of suzerain conception and sectarian bias, the relationship between the Han and Song
schools of classical philology may be attributed to different relationship structures. This incon-
sistency is why we should be one step further and ponder how to get out of traditional analytical
frameworks of the relationship between the Han and Song schools of classical philology .

Key words: the Qing Dynasty; the relationship between the Han and Song schools of classi-

cal philology; suzerain; sectarinism
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