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Ritual and Music System and the Evolution of Chu Ci and Han Fu

AN Sheng', XU Jie”

(1. Department of Chinese language and literature, Peking University, Beijing, China;

2. School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: Liu Xizai clearly pointed out that the difference between Chu Ci and Han Fu was
that the former tended to describe the characteristics of music, while the latter tended to describe
the characteristics of ritual system, which implied the ritual and music system and the evolution
of Chu Ci and Han Fu. It deserves the attention of researchers. From the perspective of system,
Fu and music in Chu Ci originated from the historical and cultural background of the collapse of
rituals and music in the Spring-Autumn period and the warring States period, and is related to
the blended texture of Chu music, showing the idea of “making rituals based on emotions”. The
“Fu rituals” of Han Fu opens the glorious era of rituals and music, is determined by the status of
Fu under the imperial system, and demonstrates its intention of “hindering emotion with courte-
sy”. Judging from the writing of the text, the implication of music in Chu Ci and the praise for
rituals in Han Fu have formed a triple evolution from entertaining gods to entertaining people,
from voices to rhetoric, and from worrying about politics to administering politics. Since the Han
and Wei Dynasties, the restoration of the concept of “Fu and music” is closely related to the turn
of the Fu identity and stylistic criticism.

Key words: the Ritual and Music System; Chu Ci and Han Fu; Fu and music; Fu and ritu-

als; the turning of literary style
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