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Railway Construction in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Road Game

of Various Forces: Taking Arrangements of Chuanhan Railway when
Xi Liang as Sichuan Governor as An Example

PAN Chong

(School of Sociology and History, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian, China)

Abstract: Since being appointed as Sichuan governor, Xi Liang has tried to build Chuanhan
railway in order to solve the internal and external difficulties of Sichuan. The process of its ar-
rangements mingled with the confrontation between China and foreign countries, the divergence
of different departments in central government and the contradiction among provinces and public
comments, which formed the complex and rich historical content. It typically reflects the com-
plexity and arduousness of railway construction in the late Qing Dynasty. In addition to the Sino-
foreign confrontation caused by foreign powers’ intervention in Chuanhan railway affairs, the
Qing government was also quite discordant in its railway tactics, resulting in serious internal fric-
tion. In central governments, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce had
divergence in strategies on the issue whether to introduce foreign stocks due to different posi-
tions. In the provincial level, the governors of Sichuan and Hubei have long term disputes on
how to build the railway section above Yichang and its ownership due to the constraints of the
provincial boundary. The relationship between government and public included both contradiction
and also contradiction. Especially the Sichuan students studying in Japan, from their nationalist
sentiment of protecting the country and the province, actively put forward suggestions on the
Chuanhan railway and had a direct impact on Xi Liang’s decision-making, which was a typical ex-
ample of interaction between government and public in the late Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Chuanhan railway; Xi Liang; Zhang Zhidong; concept of provincial border;

students studying in Japan
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