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The Myth Journey of a Sci-Fi Hero:
On the Ritual Thinking in The Dispossessed

XIAO Da-na

(College of International Education, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: In the novel The Dispossessed, the cross-boundary trip between the two planets by
the hero Shevek is a replay of the hero’s journey, and also a representation of the primitive rites
of initiation, which contains the ancient and profound ritual thinking. This journey connects the
past and the future, ideal and reality, science and religion, and builds a bridge between the sacred
and the secular. It is not only a transition rite of space, but also a transition rite of spirit. With
tangible journey and visible distance, it eliminates the invisible estrangement between man and
man, man and society, man and God, infuses the old structure with new vitality, and relieves the
contradiction, anxiety and hostility caused by difference.
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