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Husserl’s Inner Time Consciousness and Transcendental Phenomenology

MA Ying-hui

(Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: Husserl’s study of inner time consciousness is the leading clue and the foundation
for his transcendental phenomenology. After his sublation of the apperception the model of de-
scriptive psychology pattern with the help of “retention” concept, Husserl, in his almost 30
years’ study, successively reveals the structure of inner time as one based on concrete presence of
the intertwined double intentions of retention and protention, and one of the living presence from
differentiation to integration. According to the multiple layers of inner time described above,
Husserl correspondingly puts forward the three forms of transcendental phenomenology: phe-
nomenology of pure ego, phenomenology of habitus and phenomenology of human nature. Tran-
scendental phenomenology is a philosophy with strict internal structure.

Key words: Husserl; inner time consciousness; transcendental phenomendogy; double inten-

tions
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