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“New Evidence for Ancient History” and ‘“Discussion
of Ancient History Movement” of Wang Guowei

LI Chang-yin

(Collaborative Innovation Center of Confucianism Civilization, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong, China)

Abstract: In modern research on Chinese ancient history, there is a strong academic relation-
ship between the “doubting ancient” school and the “explaining ancient” school despite their to-

¢

tally different research purposes and methods. Wang Guowei, the founder of the “explaining”
school, had always been critical for the “doubting ancient” school and “Discussion of Ancient
History Movement”. He preferred “to construct rather than to destroy”. However, what he a-
chieved had been exploited to support the opposite. The results he painstakingly produced inclu-
ding the Former Fathers and Kings in the Oracle Bones of Yin Ruins, Reviews about the
Former Fathers and Kings in the Oracle Bones of Yin Ruins, Systems and Institutions in the
Yin and Zhou Dynasties, On Chinese Characters of the Han Dynasty and Preface of the
Chinese Engraving of Xu An in Tongxiang were all taken by the doubting school presented by
Gu Jiegang to demonstrate their view. Therefore, Wang Guowei could be regarded as a passive
participant that couldn’ t be ignored in the “Discussion of Ancient History Movement”, which
provides some thoughts for related academic research work.

Key words: Wang Guowei; “New Evidence for Ancient History”; “Discussion of Ancient
History Movement”; modern research on Chinese ancient history; Gu Jiegang; Qian Xuantong;
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