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Ontological Construction of “Sheng-sheng” Thought in I Ching Study

PENG Qing

(Adcvanced Institute of Confucian Studies, Shangdong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract: [ Ching, as the first of the six classics, which occupies an important ideological
position in Confucianism. The idea of “Sheng-sheng” originated from I Ching and was widely ex-
pounded in the history of Confucianism and study. However Because the interpretation of I
Ching, fell into the historical misunderstanding of “Suspicious of Confucius through I Ching ”
and lost the ontology of “Sheng-sheng” committed by I Ching. The ontological of “Sheng-sheng”
comes from the “Xiang(%) of Sheng-sheng”, which represented by the eight natural Xiang in I
Ching. Through the exquisite logical construction and ideological analysis of Shuo Gua Zhuan,
the theoretical presumptions had formed by “the Xiang of Congenital”, “the Xiang of Transit”
and “the Xiang of Acquired”. Therefore, which the survival of man and all things are dominated
by the ontology of “Sheng-sheng” and the usage of “Sheng-sheng”. Thus, the thought of
“Sheng-sheng” in I Ching is not only the ontology of I Ching study, but also the ontology of
Confucianism.

Key words: I Ching; Suspicious of Confucius; understanding Confucius; Shuo Gua Zhuan;

the Tao of acquiring and losing; the thought of “Sheng-sheng”
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