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Local Interpretation and Application of
Beyond a Reasonable Doubt in Civil Justice

YU Zhao-hui

(Law School, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Although being the standard of testification of criminal conviction, “Beyond a rea-
sonable doubt” is also applicable for civil facts such as fraud, coercion, malicious collaboration,
oral testament and bestowal facts which are regulated in Article 109 of Interpretation of the
Civil Procedure Law. Practice shows that the application of higher stand of testification for this
kind of civil facts is helpful to maintain the stability of private law order. At the degree of proof,
the standard of “Beyond a reasonable doubt” in civil cases is significantly lower than that in crimi-
nal cases due to the difference in the principle of evidentiary adjudication, the requirement of the
competence of evidence and the application of proof mode. The connotation should be clarified to
provide a more convincing and clearer standard. In the aspect of way of application, the “Beyond
a reasonable doubt” in civil cases can be divided into mode of single body of evidence, mode of
fact of consequence and mode of full meanings of argument. However, different modes should
conform to the regulation of the logic of intime conviction, the standards of reasonableness and
the procedure of commencing “Beyond a reasonable doubt”.

Key words: Judicial Interpretation of Civil Procedure Law; Beyond a reasonable doubt;

high probability; the preponderance of the evidence; the competence of evidence

[ AR 20 4% . 355 H ]

O o 35 W B R RD L A BEIE 5 9255 ) - b [ 0RO UKL 2016 4R Rz 57 183 BT,

104



