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Dis-embedding, Re-embedding, Community:

On Evolution and Vision of Modern Apprenticeship

TAO Jun-ming"*, PANG Xue-guang'
(1. Scholl of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300350, China;

2. School of Education, Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University, Nanchang, Jiangxi 330038, China)

Abstract: Apprenticeship is the initial form of vocational education. As an example of dis-
embedding in vocational education, the transformation from traditional apprenticeship to school
vocational education conforms to the characteristics of dis-embedding mechanism described by
Giddens. Vocational education in schools abstracts skills into the symbolic form of “knowledge”
and “principle”, the meaning of “presence” is blurred, and vocational education becomes dissimi-
lated. It requires a process of “re-embedding” for vocational education to turn back to its es-
sence. As an institutional mechanism, modern apprenticeship effectively realizes the “common
presence” of the relationship between production and teaching, school and enterprise, work and
learning, knowledge and action, hence the path for vocational education to return to its true na-
ture. It is the complex interest relations and multiple institutional logic conflicts in modern ap-
prenticeship which objectively require the clearance and re-examination of the interest system
constituted by multiple interest subjects in practice, and the construction of a multi-interrelated
community based on talent training.

Key words: dis-embedding; re-embedding; community; modern apprenticeship
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