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Archaeological Investigation of Wenxuan School from
the Qing Dynasty to the Early Republic of China

GUO Bao-jun

(Key Research Institute of Yellow River Civilization

and Sustainable Development, Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan 475001, China)

Abstract: There are two significant cultural turns in Yao Nai’s life: one is from poetry and
prose to academic, and the other is from academic back to poetry and prose. Yao Nai, known for
his poetry and prose, wanted to learn from Dai Zhen but was refused. It caused his turn from
prose creation to textual research. However, his practice of textual research was marginalized a-
mong masters compiling the Si Ku Quan Shu forced him back from textual research to prose cre-
ation, and finally constructed a Tongcheng literary tradition that rivaled Sinology. The prosperi-
ty of Tongcheng ancient prose and the idea that ancient prose is authentic prompted Ruan Yuan
scholars to seek orthodoxy for parallel prose by expelling ancient prose from primary school and
preface to Wen Xuan. The dispute between Tongcheng ancient prose and parallel prose lasted un-
til the early Republic of China, which ended with Tongcheng School’s the withdrawal from the
Peking University rostrum. However, the New Culture Movement regarded both two sides as

)

typical “evil” or “fallacy” old culture and expelled them. The dispute between parallel prose and
ancient prose is essentially the dispute between the Han and the Song Schools, while the dispute
between the New Culture Movement and Wenxuan School and Tongcheng School is essentially
the dispute between the classical and the new academic. All conflicts originate from “same times
of the different era” and “different times of the same era”.

Key words: Wenzxuan School; Tongcheng School; Wenxuan School as the evil; the Qing Dy-

nasty; Republic of China
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