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Preliminary Development of Chinese Marxist Historical Theory

ZHOU Li-heng

(Department of Culture and History, Party School of the Central Committee of C.P.C, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: Li Dazhao’ s History Essentials and Jian Bozan’ s A Course in Philosophy of
History are two milestones in the development of Chinese Marxist historiography and thus have
important academic status. History Essentials was published at the early stage of the spread of
Marxism in China, while A Course in Philosophy of History came out at the early stage of the
Anti-Japanese War, after the great debate on Chinese social history. Due to different back-
grounds of the writing era and the differences in the study and understanding of Marxism, the
two works have different characteristics. The evolution from History Essentials to A Course in
Philosophy of History reflects the progress of Chinese Marxist historical theory from founding
to completion, from theoretical interpretation to participation in social transformation.

Key words: Chinese Marxist historical theory; History Essentials; A Course in Philosophy
of History ; Li Dazhao; Jian Bozan
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