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New Solution to Zeno’s Achilles’ Paradox

DENG Xi-ze

(School of International Studies, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610065, China)

Abstract: In Achilles’ paradox, Zeno qualified his argument with a hidden condition. He
qualified finite distance, and sneakily replaced the problem twice, thus committing the error of
launching a general proposition from a restricted proposition. It is also a typical case of incom-
plete induction of errors. However, because Zeno’s induction objects follow the rule of diminish-
ing, he divided the finite distance into an infinite number of samples, thereby disguising the finite
induction as an infinite one. Zeno’s Achilles’ paradox is not a technical problem. It is problem of
thinking rather than a problem of complexity argumentation. Zeno’s Achilles’ paradox can be
solved by revealing this thinking blind spot.

Key words: Zeno’s paradox; restricted proposition; general proposition; incomplete induc-

tion
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