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Deep Learning and the Depth of Knowledge

ZHOU Xu

(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: To judge whether students learn deeply one cannot resort to external phenomena
as active questioning, but to students’ deep comprehension of knowledge. In teaching, knowl-
edge levels can be categorized as “what-knowledge”, “why-knowledge” and “how-knowledge”.
“What-knowledge” only reaches surface learning levels, which yet is a necessary premise for
those knowledges of deep learning levels, i.e., “why-knowledge” and “how-knowledge”. There-
fore, surface learning and deep learning are not naturally antithetical to each other. To realize the
deep understanding of knowledge, we cannot only count on situation experience method, but fo-
cus on both qualified transmission and training strategies.
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