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Constitutional Interpretation in China’s Constitutional Review:

From the Constitution to the Normative Basis

LU Ye', CHEN Yi’

(1.School of Marxism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066 ;
2. School of Bo Ya, Geely University of China, Chengdu, Sichuan 641243, China)

Abstract: In the process of constitutionality review, constitutional norms and constitutional
values cannot be directly used as normative basis due to their abstractness and generality. There-
fore, how the review agency uses constitutional interpretation is the core of defining and applying
the normative basis for constitutional review. The constitutional interpretation is not only an in-
terpretation method in the process of constitutional review, but also a necessary review proce-
dure. In the specific interpretation, the different interpretation tendencies for different objects are
derived from the tension between the political and legal aspects of constitutional review. The re-
view agency needs to take into account the interpretation strategies of normative constitutional
science and political constitutional science. “Government Form Clause”, “Government System
Clause” and “Citizenship Clause” and their corresponding principles and spirits should be inter-

¢

preted cautiously and limitedly. This is not only a theoretical response to the “self-censorship
paradox”, but also a practical path to achieve the standardization of constitutional interpretation.
Key words: constitutional interpretation; constitutionality review; normative basis; interpre-

tation object; interpretation strategy
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