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The Basis of Moral Responsibility Not in Reason but in Free Will:
Respond to Tian Changqi

LIU Qing-ping'*
(1. Institute for Advanced Study in Social Sciences, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433;
2. School of Arst & Humanities, Wuhan University of Communications, Wuhan, Hubei 430205, China)

Abstract: Based on the dualistic structure of freedom and necessity, Tian Changqi tried to re-
sort to the improved causal response mechanism of inferentialism, and attributed the basis of
moral responsibility to rationality rather than free will. In fact, free will and causation are inevi-
tably neither opposites nor compatible, but form the basis of moral responsibility in the direct
connection of the two bodies; rationality as a tool can only be based on this connection so as to
expand the moral defense function on the ought value dimension while playing the causal explana-
tion function on the cognitive dimension. Therefore, without free will, the improved causal re-
sponse mechanism of inferentialism cannot convincingly explain the specific cases of moral re-
sponsibility in daily life.

Key words: moral responsibility; causal mechanism; reason response mechanism; free will
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