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Sichuan Governor Xiliang’s Negotiations
with Sino-British Jiangbei Coal and Iron Company:
Centered on Xiliang Archives

LIU Ping

(Institute of Modern History, CASS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: From 1903 to 1907, British Consul General in Chongqing Alexander Hosie and
Herbert Goffe proposed to Sichuan Governor Xiliang the request for a joint venture to develop the
Jiangbeiting coal and iron mine, and instigated the British station in China. The minister contin-
ued to put pressure on the Qing Dynasty’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The two sides started ne-
gotiations that lasted for several years. Although Xiliang followed the mining chapter and learned
from the failure of joint ventures in other provinces, he imposed various restrictions on the au-
thority of the British side in the contract, but from the beginning, it was a scam between the
consul general and the British businessmen in the British side. Its ultimate goal is to expand the
sphere of influence of the United Kingdom by enclosing and occupying mines. Therefore, various
contradictions have been buried in the negotiations, and because the negotiations are based on un-
equal treaties, the economy that was originally rich in the spirit of modern contracts. The con-
tract has become a dead letter, and the British side’s breach of contract is inevitable. From the
history of Jiangbei Coal and Iron Company, it can be seen that the failure of joint ventures in the
late Qing Dynasty is inevitable.

Key words: Sichuan Governor Xiliang; Negotiations with Sino-British Jiangbei Coal and Iron
Company; Xiliang Archives; Alexander Hosie; Xie Lishan; Herbert Goffe
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