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On Quotations and Quotations Style

Xia Dekao

(College of Humanities, Huzhou University, Huzhou, Zhejiang 313000, China)

Abstract: Quotations are a very important document in ancient times. Till today, opinions
on quotations and quotations style still vary in their meaning, origin, type, style and characteris-
tics. quotations and quotations style are tightly related but different, with the former referring to
documents while the latter referring to styles. In this sense, the latter is subordinate to the for-
mer. However, quotations can also be used to describe the style, referring to the book style or
the text style, while quotations style refers to the book style only. Thus, when mentioning the
book style, quotations and quotations style are actually the same term. Since the book style is
composed of its text style, the quotations style includes quotations. Judging from their origins,
quotations precede quotations style, as the latter is the result of the former development and was
created by The Analects of Confucius . From the perspective of a book, the quotations style cre-
ated by The Analects of Confucius presents the characteristics of dual recordings of both words
and deeds. From discourse perspective, The Analects of Con fucius has secondary styles such as
maxims, dialogues, and things. The formation of The Analects of Confucius text style is mainly
reflected in the cohesion, expansion, original translation, transformation and other compilation
methods, while the formation of the text style is closely related to the editor’s acceptance of the
tradition of seeking instruction. The compilation of The Analects of Confucius originated from
Confucian records of daily teaching. However, The Analects of Confucius status as the Confu-
cian documents and later among Confucian classics proves that its significance is beyond teaching.

Key words: The Analects of Confucius ; quotations; quotations style; dual records of both

words and deeds
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