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Comparison and Enlightenment of the Differences in Semantic Functions
of Subject-Object Displacement Sentences of “V-man” Structure

Han Chao, Liu Guilin

(School of Foreign Languages, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: This paper focuses on the sentence structure and semantic function of the subject-
object displacement sentence of the “V-man” structure, and pointed out that the freedom of sub-

¢

ject-object displacement can be more limited in the B-type structure which express “causation and
accomplishment” than the A-type structure which express “existence”. It also emphasized that
the B-style presents the characteristics of both “causation and accomplishment” and “dynamic
meaning of action”. This paper finds that the prominent meaning of “causation and accomplish-
ment” of B-style can be affected by two aspects which include differences in the semantic relation-
ship between the verb and nouns and the “animacy hierarchy” of nouns, thus differences in prom-
inent meanings’ strength is shown. A-type belongs to the existential sentence pattern and does
not highlight this meaning characteristics, which this paper pointed out shows strong or weak ex-
tent of the meaning in the B-type structure. This paper also discovers that the verbs with strong
and less strong “dynamic meaning” features are mainly moving verbs and attached verbs. B-type
structure belongs to weak resultatives. Besides, A-type semantics does not highlight the “dy-
namic meaning”. Based on this, this paper believes that discovering the cognitive basis of the se-
mantics of B-type sentence patterns with the “displacement-causation” of spatial cognition helps
to explain the semantic functions differences of subject-object displacement sentences of “V-man”
structure under a more unified researching framework, and further provides an effective reference
for the teaching design of this type of sentences in international Chinese language teaching.

Key words: subject-object displacement sentences; sentence semantics; spatial cognition; dy-

namic meaning; sentence pattern teaching
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